




 

 

 

Gujarati Arya Association London 
50th Anniversary Commemoration 

2021 marked the 50 year Anniversary of the formation of GAA London as a charity 
and in commemoration of this significant event, we have compiled a newsletter 
on the history of our association with the help of senior members of our 
community. We would love to expand on this, so if you or your family members 
have any old photos of community events, sports or trips, then please scan them 
(in high resolution, if possible) and send them to us at info@gaalondon.org.uk   
as we are finding these photos increasingly hard to get hold of. Alternatively, 
please send us the photos with your address and we will scan them and return 
them back to you. 

Formation of GAA London 
The launch of our Mandal actually came together a couple of years prior to 1971. Several 
respected members of our community met to discuss the formation of a society in order 
to unite the London Mochi community and to celebrate Hindu events. Various groups 

met informally at different 
venues, including the ‘Ox & 
Gate’ pub in Neasden, ‘The 
Cock’ in Golders Green, after 
hours in the storeroom at 
‘True-Form’ shoes in Golders 
Green, which was managed 
by Chimanbhai G. Bharuchi 
and in Harshadbhai Nagar’s 
Cash and Carry warehouse 
in Kentish Town.  

Further meetings took place 
at various members’ homes, 
which included: 

Subodhchandra M. Chavda, Ichhubhai R. Parmar, Nathubhai L. Parmar, Mohanbhai D. 
Chauhan, Ramniklal C. Solanki, Champakbhai R. Parmar, Mohanbhai D. Solanki, 
Ramanbhai D. Parmar, Rameshbhai M. Solanki, Babubhai A. Solanki, Chimanbhai G. 
Bharuchi, Bhikhubhai P. Oza, Ganpatbhai B. Chouhan, Chhaganbhai N. Chauhan, 
Jekishanbhai R. Chauhan, Maganbhai N. Parmar, Ishwerbhai Daya and Gopalbhai D. 
Chauhan. (Apologies for any names that may have been missed, but after 50 years, the 
memories of the newsletter contributors are a little hazy!) 

Ox & Gate pub in Neasden 



A ‘KaamChalaw’ (carry out work) committee was formed to kick start the ‘Mochi Society’ 
and was initially made up of Mohanbhai Chauhan, Ichhubhai, Babubhai, Harshadbhai, 
Subodhbhai, Chimanbhai and a few others, and was held at Mohanbhai’s house. 
Babubhai was appointed Secretary until such time that a formal meeting could be held. 
The informal committee organised its first community meeting at Hampstead Town Hall, 
Belsize Park, to elect their first formal committee. 

Originally, GAA London was known as the ‘Gujarati Surti Mochi Association’ but was later 
changed to the ‘Gujarati Kshatriya Mochi Mandal’.  As some members of the community 
were disconcerted with the use of the term ‘Mochi’ in the name, it was changed to what 
we now know as the ‘Gujarati Arya Association London’. 

Subodbchandra Chavda was elected as the first President of the Association and 
Mohanbhai Chauhan the first elected Secretary. In 1971, GAA London was consequently 
registered as a charity with the Charity Commission. 

The second Executive Committee – circ 1970’s 
Left-Right    Ratilalbhai R Parmar,  Babubhai A Solanki,  Ramanlal D Parmar, 

Ichhubhai R Parmar,  Rameshbhai M Solanki,  Mohanbhai D Chauhan, 
Subodhchandra M Chavda,  Nathubhai L Parmar,  Ramniklal C Solanki, 
Chhaganlal N Chauhan,  Harshadbhai N Parmar,  Ganpatlal B Chouhan, 
Gopalbhai D Chauhan,  Bhikubhai K Oza,  Narotambhai C Champaneri 

A full list of past and present Executive Committee members and Trustees is available on 
our website:   www.gaalondon.org.uk/  - under ABOUT US 

Initially GAA London was solely concentrated on holding religious events, such as 
Navratri. During the 1980s, GAA London organised Brent and Harrow’s largest Navratri 
celebrations at Harrow Leisure Centre. However, the most memorable and successful 
Navratri celebrations were held in the sports gym of William Gladstone School in Dollis 
Hill. The large capacity venue drew in large numbers of people and was extremely 
popular with young and old alike. I am sure many of you have fantastic memories of the 
legendary Navratri celebrations that were held there! 
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Sadly, the school closed in 1993 and was demolished, which meant that GAA London’s 
Navratri celebrations were subsequently held at various different venues in the Brent 
area, funded by the Brent Hindu Council. 

In the Mandal’s early days, few people had the luxury of owning a car, which made our 
annual coach trips even more exciting. Various excursions were organised, such as trips 
to Brighton, Isle of Wight, Great Yarmouth, Cheddar Gorge and the Farnborough 
Airshow, which proved to be very popular.  There would be at least two full coaches, 
where members were picked up at the Cricklewood Crown Pub and Wembley Triangle, 
near to where a lot of our community used to reside. 

Our annual Diwali shows were also eagerly anticipated. They were held at various venues 
including Anson Hall, Alperton School, Copeland School, Brent Town Hall, Harrow Leisure 
Centre and Watford Town Hall. These were always well-attended and offered a great 
chance for our community members to meet, be entertained and have good food and 
drinks. There were often dance competitions held with other mochi associations around 
the country and graduation ceremonies. These were really popular events which were 
nearly always sold out. 

GAA London also made successful representations at various Mahasabha events, such as 
the annual Diwali shows, football and cricket matches and most recently, at their 
inaugural golfing event. GAA London would be victorious at many of these events by 
bringing back the Mahasabha trophy and restoring the pride that came with representing 
GAA London at a national level. 

Looking for a community base 
For many years, the GAA London  
Committee had been looking for 
suitable premises that could become 
our community hall. A large amount 
of time was spent looking at various 
sites, however many were either 
unsuitable by being too small, 
offering no parking or were simply 
too expensive. Eventually, a site in 
Kenton came to the attention of the 
Committee, which was a former 
sports pavilion owned by Brent 
Council. The Pavilion had a long history as it was opened in 1920 along with the adjoining 
playing fields, by Princess Wiasemsky, daughter of Gordon Selfridge Senior.  

When the facility eventually came into the hands of the Wembley Urban District Council, 
it became known as the John Billam Sports Ground. The photo above shows an aerial 
view of the hall taken in September 1928. Sadly, over the years the building became 
derelict and when it came onto the market, it was in a very bad state. However, the size 
and location were ideal and had a lot of potential, so GAA London made a bid for the 
building. Out of the very long list of 32 interested parties, many of whom were other 
wealthier communities and private companies, GAA London came out victorious and 
were selected due to their charitable and sporting heritage. The long and arduous 
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process of developing a business plan started. We had to see if we, as a community, 
could afford it, raise the funds, and develop it into a usable venue and base for GAA 
London.  

The project now involved not only raising the money for the deposit, but also for the 
huge task in renovating the building. This was by far the biggest project ever undertaken 
by the mandal in its entire history. Eight teams were created, consisting of Committee 
Members, Board of Trustees and other volunteers. For the ease of getting together, the 
teams were based on where they lived. These teams were then given the task to raise 
funds from our community members. Many evenings and weekends were spent by the 
teams telephoning, visiting and collecting pledges and funds for the project. Huge thanks 
go out to all the members who donated to the Building Project as we could not have 
done this without you. A list of donors has been published on the GAA London website:  
www.gaalondon.org.uk/building-project-donors-list/ 

 

With the help and dedication from an enormous number of community members, we 
managed to renovate the building and officially open the hall in 2006. The renovation 
project had cost much more than we had anticipated and we consequently had to 
borrow £800k from the bank, on top of the £400k raised by the community.  

As the initial mortgage payments were extremely high, we realised that we had to rent 
out the hall as soon as possible in order to fund the mortgage repayments. For 
commercial purposes, we renamed the hall ‘Kenton Hall’ to make it more attractive to 
potential hirers and the name is now embedded into the body of GAA London. 

For over 10 years, the hall hires were managed and manned by the Committee, Trustees 
and a small band of volunteers. Many weekends and thousands of hours were spent at 
the hall to save every possible penny. Most of the maintenance and improvements were 
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also done on a voluntary basis. It is only 
since 2016, when we were in a much better 
financial position, that we employed staff to 
manage the hall hires, allowing the 
Committee and Trustees to be freed up in 
order to concentrate on managing the more 
important elements of GAA London. 

Our second biggest improvement came by 
chance in 2011. Brent Council were looking 
to build a day care centre for disabled 
people on the site of the old scout hut, 
which was at the end of the access road to 

Kenton Hall. In order for the council to gain planning permission, they offered GAA 
London assistance to move our front car 
park to the rear of the hall and create one 
new large car parking area for 104 cars. 
They would also create surrounding access 
ways and widen the main access road. In 
exchange we agreed to share half the rear 
car park for limited council use. We have 
the rights to the use of the whole car park 
whenever we wish as the entire car park 
still belongs to us. The new car park has 
been a huge selling point for potential hall 
hirers, as well as making it much easier to 

manage than the two separate gravel 
parking areas we used to have. We still 
continue to invest enormous amounts of 
time and money into making 
improvements, most of it done on a 
voluntary basis whenever possible.  

As our mortgage payments have been 
steadily coming down, after many years of 
hardship, GAA London is in a much 
healthier financial position. None of this 
would have been possible without the 

huge dedication and determination of all the previous and current Committees, Trustees, 
Volunteers and the support of the entire community. 

Our Support Groups 
Youth & Sports Club 
The GAAL Youth Club was formed in the late 1970s, with a lot of support from the main 
committee. The club initially started with a group of young dedicated community 
members. In years to come, many more members, unfortunately too many to mention, 
have played an important part in the GAA London Youth and Sports events. In later years 
the Youth Committee also created their very own magazine called the ‘Pendu’. 
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The youth club organised their first Christmas Party and went on to arrange many coach  
trips and other events. The main sporting events were the Cricket and Football 
Mahasabha Tournaments, with the first cricket match starting in 1979. London played its 
first away cricket match against Birmingham, and they played their first home game at 
Oakington Manor Park. Sponsorship, support and food were also generously donated to 
the players by community members. Over the years, many players and their families have 
been involved at all levels, allowing the London teams to go from strength to strength. 

Senior Citizens Club 
With the Hall being in a more stable position, our focus moved towards looking after the 
elder members of the community. In 2010 we saw the creation of the Senior Citizens Club 
(SCC). It started off as a means of giving our retired members somewhere to get 
together on a regular monthly basis. Gradually, it matured to a much anticipated, 
monthly meeting point with home cooked food. The SCC team have to plan well ahead 
on the menu and spend days preparing the delicious 
food.  

The monthly luncheons now regularly attract more than 
150 members from both near and far and are kindly 
sponsored by our generous community members. These 
are so popular, that the charitable sponsorship of the 
SCC lunches are booked well over a year ahead. The 
London SCC was also the inspiration for other UK 
Mandals to start their own luncheons. Every so often, 
we invite guests from other Samajs to come and join us 
for the afternoon to meet friends and relatives and have 
a hearty lunch.  

On religious events, such as Dhanteras, Christmas and 
Valentine’s Day, the numbers attending balloon to over 250. These luncheons take much 
more effort in terms of organising and preparation times. Again, these events are kindly 
sponsored by our generous community members.   

The SCC luncheons aren’t just about food; numerous educational presentations are 
arranged to educate and inform the elder members of our community. These topics 
include health matters, money issues, information technology and other current issues 
that are deemed important for senior members. The SCC has also organised numerous 
coach trips. Initially they were day trips to various mandirs and seaside resorts. They then 
became more adventurous with overnight trips to various places around Britain and 
Europe, including France, Belgium, Netherlands, Germany and Switzerland. This has 
undoubtedly given our members a chance to see the wider world in the safety of a well-
organised tour. 

The senior members of the community are also some of the most generous donors – not 
just to various building projects in the Hall, but also charitable causes at home and 
abroad.  

We would like to extend a big thanks to the SCC Sub-Committee & Volunteers for all their 
efforts in organising events and cooking the meals. These monthly gatherings are a 
lifeline for our elderly members as it helps them to keep in touch, stay connected with 
each other and have the bonus of a delicious home-cooked meal. 
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Mahila Mandal 
Over the years, the ladies of The Mahila Mandal (MM) have played an important part in 
the success of GAA London events. They are the unsung heroes that have volunteered 
tirelessly over the decades from the very start. The MM was officially formed as a sub-
committee in January 2008 to assist both the main committee as well as the other sub-
committees ad hoc. 

The MM has a number of well attended, regular events throughout the 
year, including Chaitra Navratri, Shraadh Bhajans, and the very popular 
Children’s Christmas Party. The biggest event in the calendar is Nori Nom. 
This event involves many days of preparation, and on the day itself, cooking 
over 1000 rotlas, which is all carried out with tremendous help from our SCC 
Team and other community members. 

The MM also assist with other events such as the Navratri Festival, Diwali 
Shows, Nataks, Fundays, Christmas Pantomimes, Election Days, various 
Dinner and Dances and many more. Some of these events would not be the 
success that they are without the back-ground support of our MM ladies. 

The MM has been one of the key elements in helping our popular Friday Social Bar. 
Patrons came from far and wide, both community members and those from other 
communities, to taste the home cooked Surti food. On a number of evenings every year, 
the MM also caters for the GAA London Golf Society dinners, which has helped generate 
additional funds for our Mandal. An enormous thanks to all the ladies (and gents), past 
and present, who have helped over the years. 

Navratri Group 
Since the early days of the Mandal, one of our most important and most attended events 
is our annual Navratri Festival. In the early days it was just a group of community 
members singing and playing to a small gathering. Slowly that grew, and for a period, we 
were able to hire professional groups from home and abroad.  

Some years we struggled to find suitably large 
venues to warrant the expense of these professional 
groups, and had to revert to simply playing garba 
using CD music. Once we acquired Kenton Hall, we 
were finally able to have a permanent home for the 
Navratri celebrations. Gradually a small number of 
musical enthusiasts started to attend and join in with 
their simple music. This slowly developed into a 
superb band of artists from within and outside of the 
community. They have grown into a semi-
professional group of singers and musicians who 
look forward to playing every year. They give their 
time and services for free, and to witness their 
enthusiasm and passion gives much pleasure to our 
Mandal and those attending the festival.  

Over recent years, and on the back of our popular Navratri Group, we have been able to 
also arrange Bala Navratri just for the children. It is a great pleasure to see the hall full of 
young children, playing garba and celebrating the joyous festival of Navratri. 
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GAA London Pantomimes 
GAA London has been organising Christmas pantomimes for well over a decade. The 
shows are extremely popular and tickets sell out very quickly. Unfortunately owing to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we were unable to stage any 
shows in the last two years. The last 
performance, held in 2018, Mowgli and The 
Temple of Doom was a totally original story. All 
the script writing, acting, costume-making, 
technical assistance and production was all 
carried on a purely volunteer basis and helpers 
gave up their own time to help create a magical, 
entertaining show for the whole community. We 

had four shows held in December that were completely sold out with requests for more! 

Mowgli and the Temple of Doom, like previous pantomimes 
was a traditional English panto with an Asian comedy twist. 
Like the traditional pantomimes, it had all the usual comedy, 
fun characters and jokes, but with the addition of Bollywood, 
Indian humour, dance and colourful entertainment.  

In 2009, there was our very own interpretation of Cinderella 
and following that was Snow White and the Seven Dwarves in 
2010. The very successful Aladdin and his Merry Men was 
performed in 2012 and our sell-out show of the original story 
‘The Enchanted Shoes’ was a huge triumph.  

The GAA London pantomimes in Kenton Hall bring the whole community together and 
create a fantastic opportunity for old and young alike to come together, rehearse, act, 
bond and unite with one goal – to create a wonderfully entertaining show for the whole 
family. In fact, some of the actors have never performed on the stage before, but at the 
end of the process, they are totally transformed, encouraged and brimming with 
confidence. All of our shows have the audiences thoroughly entertained, smiling and 
laughing which is a reward in itself and we are all proud of our achievements in creating 
such a euphoric and feel-good atmosphere. Many have said that our shows are on a par 
with the West End shows which is a great testament to the hard work and effort that 
goes into producing these hugely successful pantomimes. 

GAA London Golf Society 
GAA London has been running its own golf society for a number of years and was 
originally formed by forward thinking golfers in 2009. It has evolved into being known as 

the GAA London Golf Society (GAALGS).  

The GAALGS operates on a semi-autonomous basis and 
has its own elected committee. This committee works 
hard behind the scenes, looking for inventive ways to 
enhance the golf experience and it strives to make each 
event better than the last.  

In line with GAA London’s ethos, GAALGS attracts players from both within and outside 
of our community, encouraging golfers of all abilities to get involved. The success of the 



GAALGS isn’t merely down to the Committee that runs it, but more to the generosity of 
the sponsors, the members and their guests who contribute to the society through their 
love for the game.  

GAALGS organise numerous tournaments throughout the year, which are sponsored by 
various community members and companies. After a day of playing golf they often hold 
their evening presentation at Kenton Hall, followed by a sumptuous dinner. Golfing 
weekends are also arranged, where players and spouses get a chance to play golf, enjoy 
a bit of shopping, drinking and dining at a hotel, and most importantly of all, making new 
friends. The Society lends itself to encouraging new initiatives such as getting the 
youngsters and ladies to join and participate in all our events.  

September 2021 saw GAA London host the inaugural Mahasabha Golf Tournament. 
GAALGS members participated with members of other affiliated centres from around the 
country. The GAALGS wasn’t just set up to encourage golfers to play, but to raise money 
for the main Mandal. To date, the GAALGS has raised well over £25,000 for GAA London, 
which helps to fund and subsidise our other sporting activities.   

A big thank you to the collective efforts made by the GAALGS committee, players and 
sponsors. 

                                        The future… 
GAA London has now matured to an extent that it 
now successfully organises social, cultural and 
sporting events including Navratri, Diwali, Shraadh, 
Nori Nom, mehfils, Gujarati plays, pantomimes, 
Snowdonia treks, paintballing, Gujarati classes, music 
classes, computer classes, India Independence celebrations, cultural shows, children’s 
Christmas parties, New Year’s Eve parties, Valentines events, monthly Senior Citizens 
Club, Friday Social Bar, overseas and national coach trips, weekly badminton and squash, 
snooker and pool games, cricket, football and golf tournaments, yoga classes, ladies 
keep fit and Zumba classes and the Annual Funday BBQ. 

GAA London, with your generous assistance, has also raised funds for helping charities 
overseas such as the recent Covid-19 disasters in India. It has also helped other UK 
charities, for example, running food banks for the needy and vulnerable. Huge thanks to 
all the volunteers that helped to organise and run all of these events and classes. 

The GAA London was originally formed to serve the Mochi community, but has now 
transformed into an all-encompassing society, embracing all castes, races and religions. 

The GAAL would like to thank everyone who took the time to send through their 
personal articles, which can be viewed online on our website:   

www.gaalondon.org.uk  - under ABOUT US 

We should all be truly proud of what we have achieved with GAA London in the last 50 
years and we very much look forward to the next 50 years of serving our evolving 
community. We would also like to pay homage to all the early pioneers of GAA London, 
many of whom are sadly no longer with us. We do hope that with your continued 
support, we can maintain all of our current activities as well as develop new ones, as 
being united we are stronger! 
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